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safety FIRST! Did you know that simply

working too close to a
power line can be deadly?
Electricity can arc or
“Jump” to conducting
objects, such as a ladder,
pole or truck.

Watch Out for Electrical
Hazards on the Farm

Those who live on a farm know that not
only is it hard work, but it can be dangerous,
too. Each year, farmers are electrocuted when
large farm machinery comes into contact with
overhead power lines.

Often, the situation occurs because a newer,
bigger piece of equipment no longer clears
a line the way a smaller one did. In addition,

shifting soil may also affect whether or not
machinery avoids power lines from year to year.

The following tips will help keep everyone on
a farm safe:

v Look over work areas carefully for overhead
power lines and utility poles.

v" Make sure you have ample clearance when
moving large machinery such as combines,
grain augers, pickers, bailers, and front-end
loaders. Do this every year as equipment
sizes or soil conditions may change.

v’ Store large equipment properly if near or
under power lines. When planning new
construction, factor in existing power lines.

v' Be extra careful when working around trees
and brush; they often make it difficult to see
power lines.
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It's easy, convenient, and
fast!

Saves you time — your
monthly payment is
processed automatically.

No postage or check

— save the hassle of
writing a check every
month, paying postage
every time it goes up and
getting it mailed on time.

Avoid late payments
and past due bills —
whether you're home or
away this service keeps
your payments on time
since the payments are
already scheduled for
you. Payments are run
on the 21st of the month
or the Friday before or
the Monday after if it falls
on the weekend.

SAVE THE DATE FOR

MEDICINE LODGE
KIDS OUTDOOR DAY

BB, 2028

Get the form on our
website at https://
bighornrea.com/

billingpayment-options
under Pre-Authorized
Payment. Fill it out and
return it with a voided

check before or after

your payment and we’'ll

get you set up!
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REGISTRATION COMING SOON

New Face at
Big Horn REA

NEW LINE SUPERINTENDENT
FOR BIG
HORN REA

Randy
Theasmeyer has
joined the team
as the new Line
Superintendent
for Big Horn
REA!

Prior to
coming to Big Horn REA, Randy
worked at Norris Public Power in
Nebraska for 34 years. Randy brings
a wealth of knowledge with him to
the position, and we are lucky to have
him.

Keeping you safe during and after summer storms

No one knows electrical safety
better than the experts who practice
it every single day. Big Horn REA en-
courages you to practice safety with
these reminders — for during and af-
ter a summer storm:

Avoid wires and water — When
lightning strikes a home during a
storm, the electrical charge can
surge through pipes and utility wires.
That means you can get zapped if
you're touching water or any device
that’s plugged in, whether it's a land-
line phone or toaster.

Skip the makeshift shelter —
During a storm, it's tempting to take
cover under a picnic gazebo or golf
cart, but in open-sided structures with
no conductors to channel strikes,
a bolt's path of least resistance to
the ground could be you. On top of
that, these structures raise your risk
of a lightning strike because of their
height. Keep moving toward suitable
shelter.

Portable generators — Take
special care with portable gener-
ators, which can provide a good
source of power, but if improperly

MENBER
A S

Many scams are going on including deceptive sales tactics for the

sale of solar panels. Be very careful about accepting sales pitches,

especially those that are pushy or sound too good to be true. These

may be something like: "this will eliminate your electric bill", "the

utility will write you a check", “this will power your home during an
outage", or "this will cost you nothing up front".

BEFORE you sign a contract to install solar generation, PLEASE call
us. Your hest interests are our concern, and many installers are
only concerned with making a sale and profit - not about you.

In addition, there is a process members must follow in order to
interconnect with Big Horn's power lines - an Application for
Operation of Customer-Owned Generation, submittal of the
Interconnection Agreement, a $1,000 application fee and pay costs
of installation of net metering and all related equipment.

installed or operated, can become
deadly. Do not connect generators
directly to household wiring. Pow-
er from generators can back-feed
along power lines and electrocute
anyone coming in contact with them,
including co-op line workers making
repairs. It's best to hire a qualified, li-
censed electrician to install your gen-
erator and ensure that it meets local
electrical codes.

Stay away
from downed power lines and avoid
walking through flooded areas. Pow-

er lines could be submerged and
still live with electricity. Report
any downed lines you see to Big
Horn REA by calling (800)564-
2419 or 568-2419 immediately.
Electrical equipment — Nev-
er use electrical equipment that
is wet — especially outdoor elec-
trical equipment, which could be
a potential danger after a summer
storm. Water can damage electri-
cal equipment and parts, posing a
shock or fire hazard.

Energy Efficiency
Tip of the Month

raise your thermostat a few

on. Ceiling fans can help

room.

Did you know ceiling fans can
make a room feel 4 degrees
cooler? To save energy through
ceiling fan use, remember to

degrees while fans are turned

improve comfort year-round. In
the summer, operate ceiling fans
in a counterclockwise direction.
Reverse the direction to clockwise
during winter months and set fans on
a low speed so warm air can circulate
from the ceiling to the lower levels of
the room. Remember, ceiling fans
cool people, not spaces. Be sure to
turn them off when you leave the

Source: Dept. of Energy
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WHAT’S ON
THAT POLE?

This illustration shows the basic equipment found on electric utility poles.
The equipment varies according to the location and the service they provide,

PRIMARY WIRES —

Primary wires carry 7,200 volts of
electricity from a substation. That voltage is
60 times higher than the voltage that runs
through your home's electrical outlets!

SURGE ARRESTORS
These protect the transformer
from liphtning strikes,

INSULATORS
Lors prevent
energized wires from
contacting each ather
or the pole.

NEUTRAL WIRE b
The: neutral wire acts as a line back

to the substation and is tied to the

pround, balancing the electricity

on the system.

SECONDARY SERVICE DROP

Carries 120/ 240-volts of electricity to
consumers” homes, IL has bwo “hot™ wires from
the transformer and a bare “neutral” wire that's
connecled to the ground wire on the pole.

GROUND WIRE

The ground wire connects to the
neutral wire to complete the circuit
inside the transformer. It also directs
electricity from lightning safely into
the carth,

TELEPHONE, CABLE
TV, AND FIBER WIRES NEVER NAIL POSTERS OR
These are typically the OTHER ITEMS TO UTILITY
lowest wires on the pole. POLES. THESE CREATE A
SAFETY HAZARD FOR
LINEWORKERS.

Origiieal ilfustration Iy Erin Binkley
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